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WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MON DAYY, April 19, 1784. 





On a GENERAL ELECTION. 


HERE is at prefent to be feen in Great Britain, a {pectacle 

like to which, no nation on earth exhibits any thing—I 

mean a General Elefion. ‘The diverfion may be divided into 
three parts, the comic, the /ericus, and the ferio-comic. 

The comic part confilts of freemen taking bribes—getting 
drunk to oblige a man they fee, perhaps, not once a year—neg~ 
lecting their bufinefs for the proud facisfaction of fhewing a can- 
didate that they have intereft enough to make fools for him to 
play with—the wives and children making holiday, on the faith 
of /poufe’s getting a place, or perhaps being employed to drefs 
the hair of a great man, or cut corns for my lady’s gentleman— 
parfons learning the duties of their function, and penning 
fpeeches for the ufe of their patrons; putting into their mouths 
language which the country people cannot underftand, and pro- 
mifes which are meant to be broken—tavern-keepers purchating, 
at a low price, all the bad wines and fpirits that can be procured, 
and vending it as genuine—country apothecaries purging their 
patients, to ferve the candidate, and all for the honour of bleed- 
ing his horfes. or curing his fervants of {prained ancles, got in the 
arduous fervice of an election—poit-boys fo proud as to be al- 
mott inacceflible, and farther from fubmiffion than the horfes 
they drive—thoe-makers and tippling taylors thaking hands with 
lords, and affuming a degree of confequence which nothing bat 
a diflolution of parliament can confer—lords of pride and high 
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neaneft of the rabble, and faying, ‘* My 


nd,”? to men whom, on any other occafion, 
to water their horfes—mountebanks ere&- 





dea ; 
they would not allow unt 
the midit of all the buftle, and felling their nof- 
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high Gegree — tacir Oreecne 
blubbe ering child: en, in hop ; their pare: ee will _ a vote to 
thofe who feem fo fond of their offspring—houfes kept o pen for 
the entertainment of whof oever may cl iufe to en fre, wine, 


fuch as it is, “flo wing in pailfuls along the itreets—nothing but 

















huzzaing, drinking, ipewin 1g, fleepi g, tumbling, eating, pilfer- 
ing, idlenefs, and every {pecies ot diffipat ion, riot, and con- 
fuiion.———. Such is the comic part of a gen neral eleétion. 

shended by thofe who re- 


The ferious part can only be compre! 
fleét, that on this occafion thoufands will take oaths which they 
are confcious they muft break, and will fupport men who are hof- 
tile to the interefts of the nation. Thoufands, on this occafion, 
proftitute their abilities to ferve corrupt candidates, and {wear, 
lie, or do any thing bad and mean to promote their eleétion. 
Many too w ill contract habits of idlenefs and drunkennefs, neg- 
le& their families, and be ready to go into their graves about the 
time the fuccefsful candidate is ready to gointo parliament.— 
Strangers and foreigners who view thefe things, will hardly rife 
in admiration and efteem for a nation where corruption, in all 
its fhapes, ferves to weaken its confequence, and convert the god 








berks 3 nto the demon of licentioufnefs. 

The fi 0. comic part of this entertainment, confifts of men per- 
fuading themfelves into a belief of their own difintereftednefs in 
the sitpetat of their votes. ‘They refufe to take money—that 
would be a bribe; but is ey "yield to the folicitations of a friend, 
to whom they are under « bl igations, and give their vote to one 
of whom they know nothing, or, if they do, they dare not ob- 
jet to the badnefs of his charaéter, but give their vote merely 
to ferve t/ ir friend 3 yet fuch men fpeak of honour, and prin- 
ciple, and all that 

Another comical appearance at this time, is the univerfal 
ig wagers. 2 or my own part, I meet with det- 
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If aman fays to another, ‘* lam of opinion that Mr. —— 
will carry his ele€tion,” another immediately farts up with, 


¢ Sur, Vl lay you a bottle on that.’ 
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«¢ As for laying a bottle, I have no inclination; I only give 
has certainly procured many votes 





it as.my opinion... Mr. 
in our parifh.” 

“ Sir, I’ll lay you a bottle on that too. He did not get one 
vote in your parifh.” 

«© T don’t know what you call votes; but I am certain that 
Mr. ——, and Mr. ——, and Mr. ——, will give him their 
yotes.”’ 

«© Sir, Pll lay you a bottle that Mr. 
his vote.” 

«© Nay, Ican only tell you what I’ve heard, and give you my 
own opininon.” 

s* Opinion, Sir! Damme, Sir! at a general election no man 
ought to have an opinion, if he won't lay upon it. I'll lay you 
two to one that Mr. comes in for o 

«¢ No, Sir, I don’t mean to lay any wager.” 

“© Then I’ll take an even bet that %« 

«« But Itell you I do not mean to lay. I believe, indeed, 
Mr. has the intereft.”’ 

And fo the converfation goes on, proofs, arguments, and rea- 
fon, being fupplied by a dott/e, or the {pirited seo to one. 
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To the PRINTER, 


SIR, 


BSERVING in your Entertainer lately, fome letters figned 
THEOPHRASTUS, containing a com pari{on of the modes 
of living, manners, trade, &c. in Edinburgh, in the years 1763 
and 1783, I herewith fend a few articles ia addition thereto; 
and am, 
Your’s, &c. 
A CONSTANT READER. 





In 1763—Literary property, or authors acquiring money by 
their writings, was fcarcely known in Scotland. David Hume 
and Dr. Robertfun had a very few years before fold fome of their 
works, the one, a part of the Hiftory of Britain, for 200l. the 
other, the Hiftory of Scotland, for 60ol. 

_In 1783—The value of literary property has been carried 
higher by the Scots than ever was known among any people. 
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David Hume, a few years before, received soool. for the res 
mainder of his Hiftory of Britain; and Dr. Robertfon, for his 
fecond work, received 45ool. 

In fermon writing the Scots have alfo excelled ; and although 
in 1763 they were reckoned remarkably deficient in this {pecies 
of compoiition, yet in 1783 a Minifter of Edinburgh has written 
the moft av mired fermons that ever were publifhed, and obtained 
the higheft price that ever was given for a work of the kind.— 
N.B. The merit of thefe fermons obtained for Dr. Blair a pen- 
fion of 2o0ol. per annum. 

In 1703— here were twenty-four bookfellers in Edinburgh, 
who moftly retailed London printed books. 

In 1783—There are twelve book(ellers in Edinburgh, and 
the trade in books and literary property is ten times what it was 
in 1763. 

In 1763—Few coaches or chaifes were made in Edinburgh. 
The nobility and gentry, in general, brought their carriages 
from London, and Paris was reckoned the place in Europe where 
the moft clegant carriages were made. 

In 1783—Coaches and chaifes are conftruéted as elegantly 
in Edinburgh as any where in Europe. Many are yearly exe 
ported to Peterfburgh, and the cities on the Baltic; and of 
Jate there was an order from Paris to one coach-wright or coach- 
maker fo one thoufand crane-necked carriages. 

In 1763— The fhore-dues at Leith (a fmal! tax paid to the 
city of Edinburgh on landing goods at the quays at Leith) 
amounted to 38ol. 

In 1783——Vhe fhore- dues at Leith amounted to 3400. 

N. B. There was a great importation of grain to the port of 
Leith in 1783, not lefs than 800,000). fterling having gone out 
of Scotland tor this year’s deficiency of grain, owing to the bad 
harveit. 

In no refpe& are the manners of 1763 and 1783 more re- 
markable than in the modelty, decency, reierve, and delicacy, 
of the one period, compared with the loofeneis. diffipation, for- 
wardnets, and debauchery, of the other. . People now ceale to 
bluth at what formerly would have been reckoned a crime. 

In 1763—If a young man had been led aitray by bad com- 
pany, he was afhame. of it, and mott carefully concealed it. A 
young man could not have been feén in the playhoute with bad 
women, without being reckoned a blackguard, and expofed to 
Contempt and ridicule. 

In 1783—Youth in Edinburgh early commence what is called 
Puppies, and buaft of their experience in vice before they leave 
dchool, Young men are not afhamed to fit in the fide boxes with 
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women of the town, and afterwards go into the boxes with young 
ladies of chara@ter, and women of fathion, and this is not 
treated, as it fhould be, as an infult, but meets with no check 
either from the mother or the daughter. 

In 1763—The Canongate was the foulet quarter of the city 
with rejpect to abandoned women and brothels. 

In 178:—-The Canongate, by the vigilance of the magif- 
trates of that diftrict, is the cleaneft and moft quiet. 

In 1763—People fent their daughters to Edinburgh, to be ac- 
complithed in their education, and to give them arbanity of 
manners. An Edinbargh education was thought the moft likely 
to procure them a good marriage. 

In 1783—Many people prefer a country education for their 
daughters ; and men of fenfe and worth prefer « young woman 
bred in the country, of innocent and fimple manners, with vir- 
tuous principles, to one with tnfel-accomplifhments, and pro- 
bably a giddy and corrupted mind. Marriages are not nearly fo 
frequent as they were in 1763. 

In 1763—T he company at the public :ffemblies met at five 
o’clock in the afternoon, and the dancing began at fix, aad 
ended at eleven, by pablic orders of the managers, which were 
never ee d. 

In 1783 ‘ne public affemblies meet at eight and nine 
o'clock, and ie’ ady cire¢trefs fometimes does not make her 
appearance ’till ten. ‘The young milles an matters, who would 
be mortified not to fee out the ball, thus return home at three 
or four in the morning, and yawo, and gape, and complain of 
the head-ach all the next day. ' 

In 1763—The weekly concert of mufic began at fix o’clock, 

In 1783—The concert begins at feven o'clock. 

N. b. "The barbarous cultom of the gentlemen faving the 
ladies, as it was called, after St. Cecilia’s concert, by drinking 
immoderately, is Mow given up. 

In +753—The queition re! pect ng the morality of ftage-plays 
wasmuch agitated. A c lergym in, a few years betore, had been 
brought betore the general aflembly for having writien a trae 
gedy, perhaps the moit chaile in the Englithk language By 
thofe who attended the theatre, even without fcruple, Saturday 
night was thought the molt improper in the week tor going to 
the play. 

In 1783—The morality of it ge plays , or their effe&s on fo- 
Ciety, are never thought of. The mott crowded houfes are ale 
ways on Saturday night. ‘The boxes tor the Saturday might’s 
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The tragedy of Douglas, by Mr, Home, then a clergyman. 
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play are generally befpoken for the feafon, fo that ftrangers 
often on that night cannot get a place. This method of taking 
a box for Saturday night throughout the feafon, was lately much 
practifed by boarding-miitrefles, fo that there can be no choice 
of the play, but the young ladies muit take the difh that is fet 
before them. ‘The trath that by this means is often prefented, 
(for it is always the worft play of the week,) cannot fail to 
itrengthen their flomachs, and prevent {queamifhnefs and over 
delicacy. It is obvious indeed to every obferver, that vefal 
‘purity is none of the characteriftics of the prefent time. 

In 1763 —— The public records of Scotland were kept ina 
dungeon called the Laigh Parliament Houle. 

In 1783—The records are kept in the fame place, although 
a moit magnificent building has been many years erected for 
the purpofe ; but hitherio it nas been only occupied by pigeons. 





ANECDOTES of th RUSSIAN EMPIRE, 
[From Mr. Richardfon’s Letters,’ written a few Years ago at 
Se. Pi lerfburs A. | 
DOMESTIC MANNERS of Perfous of Rank in RUSSIA. 

HE equipage of a Ruffian nobleman deferves particular 

notice. ‘The great man lolls in a clumfy giit coach, 
drawn by fix horfes, iometimes of different colours, and having 
the traces of hempen ropes inftead of leather. ‘The coachman 
and poftilions are often in the coarfe drefs of the peafants, while 
three or four gorgeous foctmen are ftuck behind. One or two 
petty officers ride by the fide of the coach, and thefe are ulually 
attended by a peafant, who is alfo on horfeback ; and thus 
princes and noblemen are dragged tocourt. ‘They read plays 
and novels, and often fome French philofophy. ‘They fome- 
times write little comedies, and fometimes reprefent them, both 
in the French and Ruffian language. 

Many perfons of high rank live on a footing of eafy familia- 
rity with {uch of their menials as become favourites, and are ca~ 
pable of amufing them with their humour and low wit. Per- 
haps in no other country in kurope could you obtain a juiler 
icvea of the parafitical character, io frequently difplayed by the 
comic and fatirical poets of antiquity. ‘The parafites here are 
in general Frenchmen, whofe lively loquacity feems abfolutely 
neceffary for the amufement of thofe to whofe tables they have 
admiilion. 

Betides parafites, many Roffians of high rank retain dwarfs in 
their familics, and perfons not without fhrewdnefs, who affect 
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folly, and amufe them ia the charaéter of buffoons. They allo 
retain a vaft number of other flaves, who are employed by them 
inall manner of neceflary or whimfical fervices. The countefs 
W has in her family feveral Calmuck women, who are 
taught to read German and Rufs, who read by her bed-fide ’till 
fhe falls afleep, and continue reading or talking, without inter- 
miflion, all the time fhe is afleep ; for if they cid not, the 
countefs would awake immediately, not much, I fuppofe, to the 
fatisfaction of the poor attendants. 

I need fcarcely tell you, that the Ruffians are very carelefs in 
the education of their children. They do not fend them to 
public fchools, but have them taught at home under private tu- 
tors. ‘Thefe tutors are generally French or Germans, iato whofe 
character they make little enquiry. If their children learn to 
dance, and if they can read, ipeak, and write French, and have 
a little gecgraphy, they defire no more. I have feen one of 
thofe inflructors who has, in the courfe of his life, appeared in 
the different fhapes of a comedian, valet-de-chambre, and hair- 
drefler. Indeed I do not wonder at the conduét of the Ruffians 
in this refpe&t. Why educate their children ? They are to live 
and die in thraldom ; they may be in glory to-day, and to- 
morrow fent to Siberia. Why fhould they train their offspring 
for any expectations beyond thofe of the prefent moment? ‘The 
citizens of free ftates alone are inexcufable, if they do not im- 
prove their minds to the utmoft limits of their capacity. Why 
quicken the fenfibilities, or enlarge the mind of a flave? You 
only teach him tc hate himfelf. If, however, there was any 
probability, that, by enlightening the minds of the Ruffians, 
they fhould not only be enabled to difcern the abafement of 
their condition, but alfo to contrive and execute the means of 
emancipation, I fhould heartily regret their prefent blindnets. 





MILITARY EDUCATION iz RUSSIA. 

THE military education of the Ruffian youth is conducted 
very differently. They have an academy in the Watfilott 
where a very confiderable number, but none under twelv 
old, are admitted. Here they live together, and during the 
fummer fleep in the adjoining field under tents. They are 
formed into a regiment ; and each of them, of what rank {o- 












ever, whether prince, count, or Boyard, mutt pafs through every 
condition, beginning with that of a common foldier, and fub- 
mit to every kind of obedience. They perform their exercifes 
with great exactacfs, and are inftruéted in mathematics. From 
this feminary excellent officers may be expeted. Like the Per- 
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fians, defcribed by Xenophon, they learn to obey before they 


are called to command. 

After the account I have given you of the tafte and literary 
education of the Kaffians, you will not be furprized if I tell 
you that their religious principles are not very correct, nor in 
fome of them, perhaps, very deeply rooted. A prieit came to 
hear the confeflion of agreat man. ‘* Holy Father, (fays the 
count,) have you a good memory ?” ‘* Yes.” ** Then you re. 
member what I told you at my laft confeffion. Since that time 
I have had the fame temptations from without, the fame weak. 
nefs from within ; and here is the fame number of rubles.” [ 
would not fay, however, that the princes of Ruflia are much in- 
ferior, either in religious or moral improvement, to many great 
men, even in thofe itates of Europe that enjoy the means of fu. 
perior knowledge. If I am not much miftaken, there are among 
them a greater number who affect indifference or difbelief in reli- 
gious matters, than who really difbelieve. Perhaps in times of 
ficknefs, difgrace, and low fpirits; they have more faita in St. 
Nicholas than in Voltaire. 
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RUSSIAN LADIES. 


THE fair fex, in all ages, have more fenfibility, lefs of the 
pride of reafon, and, I had almoft faid, more good fenfe, than 
the men ; and accordingly you find fewer among them who af. 
fe@ irreligion. ‘Their notions may be erroneous : this is owing 
to their infiruCtors ; but their difpofitions are pious, and they 
owe this to themfelves. Indeed, when I {ee Ruffian princeffes, 
as they fit down to an entertainment, crofiing themfelves, which 
they do very gracefully in teftimony of religious gratitude, I 
fufpect both their good fenfe and their piety. They will ex- 
cufe me, therefore, for telling the following ftory : I do not an- 
{wer for the fact ; but that juch ftories are told, and reckoned 





not improbable, may give you {ome rotion of the religious man- 
ners of the Ruflians. A lady of high rank had a child fud- 
cenly feized with a violent illnefs. Full of anxiety, the dif- 
patched a meflenger to a reighbouring prieft, entreating him to 
fend a favourite iaint, who might eficctuate the cure ; but the 
prieft, being a fenfible man, and unwilling to fend the hallowed 
phyfician without fixing the fee, or for fome other reafon, 
retuled her requeft. The lady, in mighty wrath, haitened 
to the emprefs, then fome miles out of town, and brought a for- 
mal complaint again{ft the prieft. The emprefs orcered him 








forthwith to comply. Accordingly the faint was tent, but he 
came on a bootlefs errand ; for a Scotch phyfician, little defi- 
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rous that interlopers fhould interfere with his trade, had reftored 
the child to health before the arrival of his ghoftly colleague. 

Driving the fledges is one of the chief amufements that per- 
fons of rank can have without doors in the winter ; and accord- 
ingly, they endeavour to difplay their fancy in the form and 
embellifhments of thefe whimfical carriages. They fly with 
aftonifhing {wiftnefs; fo that in the fpace of five or ten mie 
nutes you can be tran{ported to any quarter of the city. 





AN EC: D OF EE &. 
oes boys, belonging to the chaplains of two different 


men of war, entertaining each other with an account of 
their refpective manners of living, ‘* How often, Jack,” fays 
one of them, ** do you go to prayers ?”—** We only pray,” 
replied Jack, ‘* when we are afraid of a ftorm, or are going to 
fight.”—** Aye,” fays the former, ‘* there’s fome fenfe in that; 
but my mafter makes us go to prayers when there’s no more oc- 
cafion for it than for me to jump into the fea.” 








A Srupvenr of the Middle Temple being juft called to the 
bar, fent for the peruke-maker to meafure him for a new tye- 
wig. ‘The peruquier, on applying his apparatus in one direc- 
tion, was obferved to fmile : upon which, the young barrifter 
defiring to know what ludicrous circumftance gave rife to his 
mirth, the barber replied, that he could not but remark the ex- 
treme length of his honour’s head : ‘* ‘That’s well,’? faid the 
ftudent ; ‘* we lawyers have occafion for long heads.” The 
barber, who had by this time completed the dimenfions, now 
burft out into a fit of laughter ; and, an explanation being in- 
fited on, at lait declared that he could not poilibly contain him- 
felf, when he difcovered that his honour’s head was juit as thick 
as it was long. 


mE ect 


A CHIMNEY-SWEEPER in acertain borough-town, being one 
of the laft voters in a violently contefted election, was ftrongly 
prefled by each candidate to honour him with his vote. The 
fellow, who was for fome time at a lof to tell which fine gentle- 
man moft merited his fuffrage; at laft, recollecting that he had 
often heard of kiffing hands among the great folks, declared 
that he would not vote for either, unlefs they would kifs his 
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hand. ‘One of them accordingly came forward ; and, having 
vainly endeavoured to perfuade the {weep to difpenfe with fo dit 
agreeible a ceremony, actually faluted his footy fingers: after 
which, confidently claiming the expected reward, ‘* No, no!” 
fays the chimney-fweeper, ‘* I fhan’t vote for you ; for, I’m 
very fure he that would kifs my hand, would kifs any minitter’s 
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An ACCOUNT of the FRENCH NUNNERIES, 
By Dr. ANDREWS. 


WILL begin by obferving, that the nunneries are amazingly 
I numerous throughout all France ; Paris alone contains {e- 
venty. 

‘Lhere are in that kingdom upwards of fifteen thoufand mo- 
nafteries and convents, of which about the half are appropri- 
ated to women, 

Diflertations without end have been made on the utility and 
inutility of fuch foundations. Men of philofopbical minds, 
who confider things merely conducive to the temporal welfare of 
human fociety, univerfally agree in reprobating them as the pett 
of mankind, on the footing they have been during fo many 
centuries. 

It cannot be denied, that moft of thefe inftitutions had their 
birth in the ages of ignorance and fuperflition : this alone, with 
many, is a fuflicient argument to condemn them without hefita- 
tion. 

But as thefe ages have alfo produced feme eftablifhments bene- 
ficial to fociety, it were unjuit and rafh to level one’s indigna- 
tion promifcuoufly at whatever originated in thofe times. 

Motives of piety and religion were almoit always the caufes 
of their foundation: though men were very much mifguided 
in general on thefe occafions, yet fometimes it happened that 

hey acted very properly, and inflead of being ceniurable, were 


truly benefactors of the publi 
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ft thofe few religious inftitutions that merit applaufe, 
the Trinitarians and Charitable Brethren, among the men, and 
he Uriulines and Charitable Sifters, among the women, are pee 
hap: the only onesthat ought to be retained, as of real utility to 
the ftate: were al! the others fuppreffed, without or with very little 
exception, it would be a highly meritorious deed in thofe who 
could effeét it. 

‘Thote two orders among the men, have certainly a moft hu- 
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yedemption of thofe Chriftians who have been made captives by 
the Infidels, and are detained in flavery at Conftantinople, in 
Turkith Afia, and among the piratical ftates on the coalt of Bar- 
bary. 

The employment of the Charitable Brethren is ftill more fa- 
tiguing and Jaborious; their profeffion is to attend the fick : 
tothis intent their convents are in fact hofpitals, wherein poor 
people, who are unable to take care of themfelves at home, re- 
ceive gratis every help and comfort they can with for. ‘This 
may be truly called Chriftian charity. 

The inftitution of the Charitable Sifters is formed precifely 
on the model of the Charitable Brethren ; they pertorm the 
fame duties to the women which the others do to the men. 

The generality of the other orders, both of men and women, 
might certainly be very well difpenfed with ; they contribute 
tothin countries of their inhabitants, without rendering them 
any fervice which they might not have done much better by re- 
maining in the world. 

If good policy militates againft the feclufion of men from pub- 
lic life, it certainty muit oppofe, with much more reafon, the in- 
carceration of women. 

Men, though pent up in folitude, may ftill, in fome meafure, 
not be wholly loft to the ftate ; they often fpend their lives in 
{peculations, from which much benefit may be reaped ; they 
cultivate literature and {ciences. Had it not been for the inha- 
bitants of monafteries, during the Gothic ages, what would 
have become of Greek and Roman learning ? 

In this point of view, the totai extirpation of monafteries is 
not defirable., There are many individuals, of a folitary, con- 
templative difpofition, who delight in ftudy and in literary oc- 
Cupations, and who may become very ufeful members of the 
community, though they are not inclined to mix in the buftle 
and bufinefs of active life. Witnels our own univeriities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge. 

A moderate number of houfes for the reception and mainte- 
nance of fuch individuals will never prejudice the ftate, provided 
that a ftri€t examination is made of the talents and pretenfions 
of thofe who defire admittance. ‘The two places laft mentioned 
are proofs of this, and may ferve as no improper models. 

But nothing of this fort can be alledged in favour of thofe 
receptacles, wherein fo many women are buried alive, and ab- 
folutely loft to the world. 

The purpofes of their retreat from mankind are to dedicate 
their lives to prayer and pious contemplations, and to avoid 
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thofe temptations to which they would have been expofed, had 
they remained in the world at large. 

But who does not fee that if theie arguments were valid, we 
might all of us fly to convents and monaiteries ? No perfon has 
a greater right to take refuge there than another. We are all 
bound to fubmit to the chances and dangers accruing to mortals 
from focial intercourfe: true virtue confifts in combating and 
overcoming them, and not in flying from a fcene of action, 
wherein we are equally obliged to act our part with the reft of 
our tellow-creatures. 

But let us not be deceived by falfe pretences. Motives of 
piety do often, aor rig , conduct women into convents ; but 


it is, on the other hand, no Jefs indubitable that motives of ano- 
ther kind are powerfilly't conducive in fending females to thefe 
places. 


Pride and avarice, thofe great perverters of human nature, 
operate moft forcibly in favour of thefe inftitutions. 

When a noble family happens to multiply beyond the means 
it poflefles of fettling its progeny in a ftate of grandeur and af- 
fluence, the firit idea thatoccurs, is to difpofe of the females in 
a convent, 

Hence thofe places aré fo plentifully flocked wth unhappy 
young women of good families, who may with gteat propriety 
be denominated the fupernumeraries of ambition. ‘Their refi- 
dence in the world woald neceffarily diminifh the fortunes of 
thofe who are deftined to remain in it, and to whofe conveniency 
they are fo often facrificed in the moft unrelenting manner. 

It were not, perhaps, ancharitable to affert, that as many 
nuns are made among the great, from this bafe and merc worldly 
motive, as from views of religion. 





DISTRESS of a COUNTRY PHYSICIAN. 


AM a phyfician and as my cafe is very extraordinary, I 
mean to publifh it for the benefit of the public. Whena 
man lives, as I did, unmarried ’till he is fixty-one, he had bet- 
ter never marry atail. ‘There are more ways by which a wo- 
man may torment her hufband, befides being jealous of him. 
To give you fome idea of my fituation, take ” the general Out 
lines of my hiftory. 
The earlier part of my life I fpent at college in the ftudy of 
phyfic ; and, I don’t know why, acquired the chara¢ter of an 
odd earned fellow. When I arrived at the.age of forty, a va- 


canty happened in the neighbourhood of my birth, and I was 
invited 
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invited by my uncle to take upon me the infirmities of all the 
folks within the circle of twenty miles. Before I fet out, I or- 
dered the college barber to make me what the wags called a 
lion, or a pompey ; licerally, nothing more than a good phyfi- 
cal wig: under the fhadow of which, by the affittance of a 
handfome cane, properly applied to the immoveable mufcles of 
my face, and a few very fignificant fhrugs and folemn nods, I 
foon acquired the reputation of an eminent phyfician. Fees 
came in apace ; fo that, in the courfe of twénty years, I had 
faved up more money than I really knew what to do with. 
Whether it was my learning, my perion, or my money, I can’t 
fay ; but a lady of the neighbourhood took a vait liking to 
fomething belonging to me. I was not fo blind but I faw the 
conqueft ; for fhe would often come and fpend a week together 
with me: in fhort, I married her—I was paft the years of difs 
cretion, and fol married her. Oh, what a condefcenfion! A 
lady of her rank, family, and fafhion in life! As for age ins 
deed, fhe was but fix years younger than myfelf ; and for for- 
tune, if ‘the ever had any, fhe had {pent it ; and yet [ was fucha 
fool, as to be convinced fhe was con{erring the greateft obligas 
tion in the world upon me. 

No fooner did fhe take upon her the management of my fa- 
mily, than adieu for ever to all order, peace, and comfort. She 
began with difcharging poor Jonas, becaufe he made fuch a 
queer figure in a long queue and white flockings, which fhe in- 
filted upon his wearing, though the poor fellow could not but 
laugh at himfelf. The fame day, with Jonas, my old wig was 
difcarded: it muft be confefied, it rather grew the worie for 
wear. From Jong acquaintance, it had contracted fuch a cone 
nection and familiarity, that it no longer kept that refpe@ful dif- 
tance from each fide of my face which had at firft fo much difs 
tinguifhed it: [ nad, however, fill continued it in fervice, purely 
from this refleétion, that the older it grew, the lefs occafion it 
had for combing. A new wig has been immediately put on the 
ftocks, with a feathered top and forked tail; fince the arrival of 
which, [ am néver fuffered to ftir out, let the occafion be ever fo 
prefling, before it is combed and powdered, Our prig of a new 
footman is fo long in twilling, and turning, and tickling it up, 
that a fcore of patients have expired, and the fees have been 
loft e’re I was able to fet out to relieve them. 

My {nuff coloured fuit had been reinftated every other year 
from a pattern that was left in the hands of an honeft taylor on 
the neighbouring heath. He, poor fellow, was likewife forbid 
the houfe, becaufe, according to my directions, he made my 
cloaths caly. A more fafhionable operator was charged with 

preparing 




























































374 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


preparing a new fuit with gold button-holes : he made them to 
fit fo exactly, that I dare not bring my hands to meet before 
me, for fear of laying open my {pinal bone. 

My hat is not to be Aapped any. more, even though the fun 
fhines full in my face. 

I am no longer fuffered to wath my face, according to cuf- 
tom, every morning at the pump in my back-yard, though no- 
thing was more refrefhing ; nor any thing more handy than the 
towel, which revolved on a roller at the back of the kitchen 
doo. 

On my return home the other day from vifiting a patient, I 
found the maid had fet my ftudy to rights, as fhe called it ; but 
the confufion which the regularity has occafioned, is almoft in- 
conceivable. My toe pin, my fhoeing-horn, and tobacco. ftop- 
per, are loft for ever ; my papers are difpofed in fuch order, 
that I know not where torecur to any thing I want. 

Two pair of old Manchefter velvet breeches, which I left on 
the back of a chair, have difappeared ; and inilead of the eafy 
flippers which I had made out of an old pair cf thoes, by cut- 
ting the ftraps off, I found a new pair of red leather, adorned 
with white ftitches round the edges, and made fo neat, that I 
can’t bear to walk in them. 

My woollen night-cap is condemned, in company with my 
brown hofe, to the vile purpofe of rubbing the grates and fen- 
ders ; and my wife infifts that I wear one of linen, flounced on 
all fides, and adorned with a black ribband, which, tying toge- 
ther the aperture within an inch and an half of the top, care- 
lefsly flows down on the fide. I took fuch a violent cold the 
firt night, that it brought a defluxion of humours into my 
right eye, which very nearly deprived me of fight. 

Phe ftair cafe and floors are all waxed : it faves the expence 
of mops indeed ; but I have fuch falls, that I have almoft diflo. 
cated every joint about me. 

My neck is ftretched out in fuch a manner, that I am appre- 
henfive of having my throat cut with the paite-board. 

When I remonitrate on any of thefe articles, fhe ftops my 
mouth with a kifs, and fays, ** My dear angel, we mutt have 
fome little regard to appearances. 
told you, but fix years younger than myfelf ; yet 
effes, dances, and drives about, as if fhe was but five and 
twenty. 

“This, however, and much more, I could bear; I deferve it : 
n contented fhe fhall confume fix and thirty yards more than 
d maid Hefter in the fpinnings of her gown; fhe may 
play a fhilling a fifh at quadrille ; the may do—aye, fhe may 
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do what fhe pleafes, let me have but my ftudy to myfelf : let my 
night-cap and my flippers be reftored, and I will fubmit to wear 
the new coat and the wig every Sunday. 

es: § long to take poor Jonas again: he ufed always to 
ride before me ; and, drunk or fober, he knew the fhorteft way 
all over the country. What fignifies it whether one’s footman 
wears a wig or his own hair? "Tis true, he never blacked ei- 
ther my boots or his own. 





CHARACTER of the late Honourable ARTHUR ONSLOW, 
SPEAKER of the House or ComMMONS. 


[From Mr. Hatfell’s Colle@ion of Precedents of Proceedings in the 
Houfe of Commons. } 

T would be impertinent in the editor of this colletion, to 

fuppofe that any thing which he can fay, will add to the re- 
putation of a charaéter fo truly eminent as that of Mr. On- 
flow ; but, as it was under the patronage, and from the in- 
ftructions of that excellent man, that he learnt the firft rudi- 
ments of his parliamentary knowledge ; and when Mr. Onflow 
retired from a public ftation, as it was permitted to the com- 
piler of this work to vifit him in that retirement, and to hear 
thofe obfervations on the law and conititution of this govern. 
ment, which, particularly in the company of young perfons, 
Mr. Onflow was fond of communicating, he may perhaps be 
allowed to indulge himfelf tor a moment in recollecting thofe 
virtues which diftinguifhed that refpectable character, and in en- 
deavouring to point them out as patterns of imitation to all 
who may with to tread in his fteps. Superadded to his great 
and accurate knowledge of the hiltory of this country, and of 
the minuter forms and proceedings of parliameut, the diltin- 
guithing feature of Mr. Onflow’s public character, was a regard 
and veneration for the Britith conititution, as it was declared anc 
eftablifhed at the revolution. This was the favourite topic of 
his difcourfe ; and it appeared, from the uniform tenor of his 
conduct thrungh life, that, to maintain this pure and inviolate, 
was the object at which he always aimed.—lIn private life, tho’ 
he had _ held the office of Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 
for above three and thirty years, and during part of that time 
enjoyed the lucrative employment of Treaturer of the Navy, iri 
an anecdote perfe€tly well known, that, on his quitting the chair 
in 1761, his income from his private fortune, which had always 
been inconfiderable, was rather lefs than it had been in 1727, 
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when he was firft elected into it. ——Thefe two circumfances in 
Mr. Onflow’s chara¢ter, are of themfelves fufficient 40: render 
the memory of that charaéter revered and refpected by all the 
world ; but the recollection of them.is peculiarly pleafant to the 
editor of this work, who, amongft the many fortunate events 
that have attended him through life, thinks this one of the moft 
confiderable, that, in a very early period of it, he was intro- 
duced and piaced under the immediate patronage of fo refpec- 
table a man; from whofe inftru€tions, and by whofe example, 
he was confirmed in a fincere love and reverence for thole prin- 
ples of the conftitation which form the batfis of this free go- 
vernment; the ftritt obfervance and adherence to which prin- 
ciples, as well on the part of the crown as of the people, can 
alone maintain this country in the enjoyment of thofe invaluable 
bleffings, which have delervedly drawn this eulogium from the 
beft informed writers of every nation in Europe, ‘* That as this 
is the only conftitution which, from the earlieft hiftory of man- 
kind, has had for its dire&t object political liberty, fo there is 
none other, in which the laws are fo well calculated to fecure 
and defend the life, the property, and the perfonal liberty, of 


every individua!.” 





At 2A°N- SC D-O: TE. 


HE following adventure lately happened at Paris : A 
young gentleman, in a milk+white pair of filk ftockings, 
was waiting under a gateway ’till a ftorm, which was then in its 
height, fhould give over. At the fame time a man, meanly 
drefled, but wearing a rufty fword by his fide, came running 
along, and in his halle was fo unfortunate as to {plath the young 
man allover. ‘This put the offended /ctit-maitre out of all pa- 
tience : with up-lifted cane he makes towards the culprit, but 
the latter was too much for him ; whilft with one hand he 
ftayed his impetuofity, he with the other reached out of his pocket 
a lixpenny piece, faying to the enraged beau, ** Here, my pretty 
youth, be more cool, take this trifle; 1 can afford to pay for the 
wafhing of your ftockings, but I am not mafter of fo much mo- 
ney as 1 thould want to make my efcape, if I fhoald run you 


through the body.” 








fk SF bb & & a ee, 
O foothe us under the moft alarming difatters, let it be 


always prefent to our mind, that the goodnefs of God is 
equal to his power. 
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‘Tur CUNNING MUSICIAN. 


+ 

Certain Savoyard came to London to feek his fortune ; 
where, on his arrival, finding he muft either be a fhoe- 
black, or a grinder of mufic, honourably chofe the latter, Ac- 
cordingly, he firft hired, and afterwards bought, a barrel organ, 
with which he diverted for many years the ladies of the long 
cloak and fhort petticoit, and other perfons who had 4 tafte 
for mufic. ‘The time at length came in which he found himfelf 
unable to traverfe the ftreets all day with his pack at his back, 
which diftrefled him very much. Being, however a man of 
greater capacity thanis common fora Savoyard, he bethought 
himfelf of a ttratagem, whereby he might, with mach lefs grind- 
ing, obtain an equally comfortable fubfiftance, which was this : 
inftead of keeping a great variety of tunes, to the number of 
eight, as formerly, in his mufic-box, he fpoiled the pipes of all 
but one, and this he took care fhould be the worft he had. And 
that this might thoroughly produce the effects he intended, he 
put every note, both bafsand treble out of tune. He then chofe 
(for experience had made him well acquainted with the city) 
afufficient number of ftations, each under the window either of 
fome ftudious perfon, fome delicate ear’d amateur, or fome old 
peevifh valetudinarian, where he fat himtelf down,with immoves 
able tranquillity, to play ; which tation he held till a prefent 
was fent him to take himfelf away.—By this means, as he only. 
vifited each cultomer periodically, they foon became acquainted 
with their man; and the moment they heard his difcordant 
pipes begin to torture the air, they, with all expedition, fent him 

their contribution, and he quietly walked about his bufineis. 








Ar ANECOD OTF & 


Portly well-dreffed man, lately walking a'ong the Strand, 
fuddenly dropped down in an apoplectic fit; and though 
avery eminent phyfician was coming by at the time, and was 
willing to give every affiftance the materia medica could afford, 
it was all in vain ; the body was dead beyond the reach of any 
phyfician except the lafttrumpet. A corpfe in the Strand, un- 
owned, foon drew a croud; among them came a welledrefled, 
good-looking young gentleman, who was curious to fee the dead 
man. He had no fooner made his way through the mob, fo as 
to get a full view of the corpfe, than he was ftruck with amaze- 
ment ; he remained fixed, his countenance changed, and the 
tears began to flow down his cheeks. As foon as he could recover 
himfelf io far as to gain utterance, he exclaimed, ‘* Oh, God! 


Vou, Ill. 68, 3 B my 
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my poor uncle! Is he gone! Is he !—Well (faid he, with a deep 
figh,) fo perifh my hopes! Iam happy, however, that I luckily 
paffed at this awful moment, to refcue his poor remains, and fee 
them decently interred.” Accordingly, the fame forrowful 
youth called a coach; and the charitable mob, who pitied the 
difconfolate nephew, aflifted to put the corpfe into the coach; 
where the pious young man foon {tripped the body, and defiring 
to be fet down at a famous furgeon’s, very confcientioufly fold 
his pretended uncle for two guineas, 





An AN ECD OT E. 


ENTLEMEN, whether at the bar or not, when imperti- 
tent in national refle&tion, fhould remember the treatment 
the American general Lee met wich once at London, Jul 
after he had been to fupper, ** Gentlemen, (fays he,) [havea 
ftrange trick of abufing the Scotch when F am drunk : I hope no 
gentleman prefent will take it amifs.” With this po/ite inti- 
mation he fat down to the bottle, when major Frambull rofe up, 
and with eafe and coolnefs thus addreffed himfelf to the com- 
pany: ** Gentlemen, when I am drunk, and hear any man 
abufe the Scotch, Ihave a ftrange trick of flapping him on the 
face: I hope no gentlemen prefent will take it amifs.””—Itis un- 
neceflary to add, that very little abufe happened tbat night. 





Aw AN ECOD OT E, 


Gentleman of Wilthhire, lately deceafed, ever remarkable 
for his peculiarities, clofed the fcene of life with the fol- 
lowing fingular bequeft, which was fpecified in his will : 

‘¢ Whereas the poor of the parifh of E are grievoufly 
afflicted with coughs and colds at the winter feafon of the year ; 
item, 1 give for the poor of the faid parifh, the fum of five 
pounds to be laid out in Spanish liquorice !” 








4 curious Notice, lately fuck up at Donnington, Lincolnfbire. 


OTES is hair Given that , of DoninGton, Dois Sell 
Cools Booth Boofton and Linken and Booftoon Cools at 

2 Shilens meet and Linken at 23 meet and I caram home To 
your hone Hous Hall at the Saim Price and mans Thanks For 


your Coltom. ) 
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anfwer, by F. Hannaford, of Afpburton, to Taffe’s Queftion, 
inferted February 23. 


(COMPLEAT the fquare and it will be x*—6x+9=9 
—8=1; therefore, x=3+ YI =4. 





Anfwer, by Taffo, of Briftol, to Arion’s enigmatical Lift of precious 
Stones inferted February 9. 


1. Adamant. 6. Sapphire. 
2. Amethytt. 7. Emerald. 


3- Jacinth. 8. Chalcedony, 
4+ Ruby. | 9. Beryl. 
5- Agate. 10. ‘Topaz. 





Aufwer, by §.M.O. of Shaftefoury, to the Lady’s Enigma, 
inferted February 16. 


F you defire to mount on high, 
And travel through the zxthereal fky, 
To view the lucid moon, 
And every other orb of light, 
That doth illuminate the night, 
Procure an AIR BALLOON. 


You may in this zrial car, ) 
Triumphantly glide through the air, 
And things terrene defpife ; 
Excel fam’d Daedalus of yore ; 
The via /a&ea* explore, 
And rove about the tkies. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Brif- 
tol; a Conftant Reader; J. S. of Shepton-Mallet; Sobrius, of 
Chedzoy ; G. Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary ; and J. Drew, of Ty- 
wardreth. 
* The milky way. 








4 QUESTION, by F. Quant, of Hinton St. George. 


P  yreapegs near Hinton was faying to me, fuppofing a per- 
fon to have a certain number of apples, and to count them 
3B2 into 
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into a bafket, two ata time, three at a time, and four at a time, 
there fhould remain one ; but to count them in at five ata time, 
there fhould remain none. He not being fkill’d in numbers, 
defired me to find the number of apples the perfon had, which 
is here requetted. 





4 QUESTION, by Arion, of Bath. 
REQUIRED the values of w, x,y, and z, from the 


following eq vations : 


w-++x+yvz—60 

X+y+w2—32 

ytz+xw=i8 
w—-x=2 





ROMAN POETS enigmatically exprefid, by 8.M.O. of 
Shaftefoury. 


Bs HREE-FIFTHS of a competitor reverfed, a confo- 
nant, and two-fixths of to enlighten. 

2. One-fourth of a precious ftone, half uf a profpect, and 4 
numerical letter. 

3- Thetwo-firit letters of an European country, two-fevenths 
of extacy, and half of to yield, 

4. Two-eighths of fearful, a pope’s edict, and two-thirds of 
to employ. 

5- Four-fixthsof an image, and two-fifths of cufomary fub- 
joined to a vowel. 

6. Half of a woman’s name, and the fame of a fign of the 
Zodiac. 

7+ Half of a river in Italy, three-fourths of to praife, two- 
fixths of an efculent root, and a ferpentine letter. 

8. Two-fifths of a cabal, three-eighths of to reverence, and 
half of a confederate, 





4x ANAGRAM, by 7. Drew, of Tywardreth. 


ee pierce, if rightly you tranfpofe, 
R Aiplendid garment ‘twill difclofe. 


4 REBUS, 
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A REBUS, by 7. Pafmore, of Beer. 


HE ftaf of adrunkard whofe name is Silenus, 

And a handfome young hunter, the gallant of Venus; 
A goddefs of filence, and the ged of the fame ; 
King Efopus’s daughter whom Jove did inflame, € 
And the fon of this princefs, by Jupiter, name. 

Then join the initials, and you'll bring to mind, 

An affectionate friend, who was gen’rous and kind ; 

And his lofs I fhall always fincerely deplore, 

For he taught me my maker to praife and adore. 





-_ es 


An ENIGMA, by Arion, of Bath. 


N fofteft filence, lo ! I come, 
Without or cannon, fife or drum 3 
At court, the park, the mall, the play, 
My conftant, ready vifits pay ; 
With gentleft ftep approach the cot ; 
The niceft ear perceives me not. 
Away to camps, to revels, balls, 
To mafquerades, and {plendid halls ; 
But not to thefe alone confin’d— 
At times I vifit ail mankind : 
By many with’a for, lov’d, carefs’d ; 
For oft 1 foothe the troubled breait. 
Though I’m by nature mild and fwveet, 
And every one with kindnefs greet ; 
Yet ftrange and horrid fcenes enfae— 
Noife, difcord, crimes both old and new, 
Enough to raife the unfeeling dead. 
When I my wide umbrella tpread, 
Ten thoufand with their Hambeaux try 
To burn ‘my face, or make me tly ; 
But all weir etiorts I defy: 
Though over ail 1 daly reign, 
And regal power and itate maintain : 
Not more thaa half will own my fway, 
In {pite of ail 1 do or fay. 
Yer often | my throne refign, 
To let a younger brother thine. 
Enough—without one couplet more, 
You may with eafe my name explore. 


POETRY. 
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SPRING: dm Ops. 


By Francis Knicut, Junior. 


O Spring, relenting maid ! appear, 


nbind again the frozen ground, 
In beauty deck the f{miling year, 
And fcatter vernal rofes round : 
O come! and with thy radiant hand 
In purple paint the weftern fky ! 
O come! and Jet thy cheerful hand 
Remove th’ obftructing clouds, and bid pale winter fly. 


By wanton Zephyrs fann’d, the rofe, 

In pride furveys its op’ning bloom. 
The violets every charm difclofe, 

And fill the air with rich perfume : 
All nature is with beauty crown’d, 

The trees put on their varied hues, 
The richeft verdure dyes the ground, 

And every charm appears to court the rural mufe, 


O thou! by whofe divine command, 
Each low’ring tempett left our ifle, 
Thy bleffings deal with liberal hand, 
And bid thy toiling fervants {mile : 
Let winter turn his gloomy car, 
And yield to fpring’s delightful {way, 
Fly with his fhivering train afar, 
Nor with tempeftuous clouds deform the rofy May. 


Unclouded in the azure thy 


Let the bright fun his orb difplay, 
Lach 
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Each ftorm and threat’ning cloud defy, 
And cheer us with his genial ray : 
Let blooming {pring unrivall’d reign, 
An earneft of the grateful ftore, 
And man thy praife fhall fing, and thy great power adore. 





HYMN ro THANKSGIVING. 


Will extol thee, O my God! 
I will an off’ring bring ; 
My heart, my palin: heart I give 
To my Almighty King. 


My inward anguifh thou haft feen, 
And heard my fecret prayer, 

And giv’n me comfort, and thy love 
Hath fav’d me from defpair. 


For I was humbled in the duft, 
Affliéed and difmay’d, 

E’en by my own foreboding thoughts 
To agony betray’d, 


All day alone, in filence fad, 
I fed mine inward woe, 

And the long, weary, wakeful night, 
Beheld my forrow flow. 


The green grafs withers on the hill, 
Burnt by the fcorching ray, 

So did I — pine, and feel 
My very foul decay. 


My foul was {mitten fore, my heart 
Cleft with affliction’s {word ; 
But thou into my bleeding wounds 

Thy confolation pour’d. 


Thy holy fpirit came to me 
Wing’d from the realms above, 
And fhed into my wounds the balm 


Of thy renewing love. 
Thy 
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Thy love to me was fhewn ; and now 
I feel my bofom free, 
Free from oppreffing care, and full 
Of gratitude to thee. 


Thou art my folace and my hope, 
My glory and my ftay; 

My father, faviour, unto whom 
Due homage I will pay. 


And I will celebrate thy name, 
And ferve thee while I live ; 

Mine heart, mine ardent heart, to thee, 
O king of faints! I give. 





LINES written by Dr. SamueL Jounson, at the Requefl of a 
Gentleman to whom a Lady had given a Sprig of Myrtle. 


Wi hopes, what terrors does thy gift create, 
Ambiguous emblem of uncertain fate ! 
The myrtle (enfign of fupreme command, 
Confign’d by Venus to Meliffa’s hand) 

Not lefs capricious than a reigning fair 

Oft favours, oft rejects a lover’s pray’r : 

In myrtle fhades oft fings the happy fwain, 

In myrtle fhades defpairing ghofts complain ; 
The myrtle crowns the happy lovers heads, 
The unhappy lovers graves the myrtle {preads ; 
Oh! then the meaning of thy gift impart, 
And eate the throbbings of ‘an anxious heart ; 
Soon mutt this bough, as you fhall fix his doom, 
Adorn Philander’s head, or grace his tomb. 





Upon a Lady who hurt her Foot by treading on a Thorn. 


F gay Califta in the flow'ry road 
Of vice, perchance upon a thorn had trod, 
Impatient fhe’d have borne the pungent pain ; 
But you’ve no right, my Delia, to complain : 
For oft we’ve heard the pious vicar fay, 
«* The path of virtue isa ¢4orny way.” 








